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Cayla Rosché

In the Fall of 2022, I came to Listahaskoli fslands on a Fulbright to teach Icelandic and English
diction and also reseach Icelandic Art Song. Prior to arriving in Iceland, I wrote a handbook
for singing in Icelandic and I used this handbook in addition to a handbook on English singing
diction published by Cheri Montgomery to teach Diction for Singers at LHI. My handbook is
the first of its kind to use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and focuses on rules of
singing, so this was the first time this class was taught using the IPA. I collaborated with the
students to make edits to my handbook to prepare it for publication later this year. At LHI T
also taught voice lessons, master classes, and was guest lecturer in several other classes. While
preparing for a recital and a journal article for the Journal of Singing I discovered that many
Icelandic composers have set text by Halldor Kiljan Laxness. As an American who did not
grow up reading Laxness novels I thought it would be helpful to research and catalogue these
poems for future repertoire study. I spent the remainder of my time during my Fulbright
cataloguing these poems and writing an article for the Journal of Singing titled Icelandic
Legacies of Word and Song: Halldor Kiljan Laxness Poetry in Contemporary Icelandic Songs.1 This
article features three composers and their songs composed with text by Laxness in addition to
word-for-word translations of the poems, and information on lyric diction. Below is the table
that I curated to catalogue the poems by Laxness used in Icelandic Repertoire. Only
compositions that are to my knowledge readily available for purchase were included in this
table.

I am very grateful that my colleagues at LHI were so welcoming and generous with their
sharing of information. I look forward to future collaborations and continuing to disseminate
Icelandic repertoire to the rest of the world.

1 Awaiting publication in the Journal of Singing. Should be available in 2025.
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Songs Written with Text by Halldér Kiljan Laxness:

Name of Song

Where Text was Published

Composer(s)

A pj6dveginum Novel: Holl sumarlandsins (1927) Jon Asgeirsson
Second part of World Light
Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Atlantshafio Poems: Kvaedakver (1930 first edition) Joéhann G. Jéhannsson

Barnageela frd Nyja [slandi

Short Story: Nyja Island (1927)
Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson
Jon Asgeirsson

Bradum kemur betri ti0

Novel: Undir Helgahnuik (written 1922,
published 1924)
Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Atli Heimir Sveinsson
Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson

Johann G. Johannsson
Kristinn Reyr

Dans

Novel: Stélfsteedu folki (1934)
Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Atli Heimir Sveinsson
Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson

Karl O. Rundélfsson

Daio er allt an drauma

Novel: Barn nattarunnar (1919)
Poems: Kveedakver (1992 fifth edition)

Elin Gunnlaugarsdottir
Jon Pérarinsson

Ef hjarta mitt (also Hjarta
mitt)

Novel: Fegurd himinsins (1940)
Fourth part of World Light
Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Heimir Sindrason

Jon Asgeirsson

Eg er brott frd pér bernska

Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson
Péra Marteinsdottir

Eg er st sorg (from the
poem Ljod fra Syrlandi)

Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Magnts A. Arnason

Fatahreinsararafs6dian

Play: Dafnaveislan (1966)
Poems: Kvaedakver (1992 fifth edition)

Jéhann G. J6éhannsson

Glugginn

Magazine: Published as “Upp petta
dimma sund” in Timariti Mals og
menningar (1958) then

Memoir: Sjomeistarasagan (1978)
Poems: Kvaedakver (1992 fifth edition)

Jorunn Vidar

Haldidran Groéa hafi ské

Novel: H6ll sumarlandsins (1938)
Second part of World Light

Jon Asgeirsson

Hallormsstadarskogur

Poems: Kveedakver (1930 first edition)

Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson

Jéhann G. J6éhannsson
Kristinn Reyr
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Hja lygnri médu

Novel: Ljos heimsins (1937)
First part of World Light
Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Jakob Hallgrimsson
Jon Asgeirsson
Karl O. Runélfsson

Hvert orstutt spor

Play: Silfurtanglio (1954)
Poems: Kvaedakver (1992 fifth edition)

Jon Nordal

Islenskt vogguljod (a
Horpu)

Poems: Kvaedakver (1930 first edition)

Jon Pérarinsson
Olafur I. Magnusson

I pessu tuni

Memoir: I taninu heima (1975)

Leifur Pérarinsson

Kastrup lufthavn

Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition)

Leifur Pérarinsson

Klementinudans (also

Novel: Paradisarheimt (1960)

Atli Heimir Sveinsson

Langt fyrir utan) Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson
Jon Asgeirsson
Kletturinn Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition) Oliver Kentish

Koér pokkadisanna

Play: Prj6nastofan Sélin (1962)

Kjartan Olafsson

Lagstafur ar Atomsodinni Novel: Atémssdin (1948) Porkell Sigurbjérnsson
Maistjarnan Novel: Ljos heimsins (written 1936, Hildigunnar
published in novel 1937) Runarsdoéttir

First part of World Light
Poems: Kvaedakver (1956 third edition)

Jon Asgeirsson

Margur er skaud

Novel: Sjélfsteedu folki (1934)
Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Atli Heimir Sveinsson
Skuli Halld6rsson

Nott a jarnarbranni

Poems: Kvaedakver (1930 first edition)

Johann G. Johannsson

N snyr pt jord

Novel: Has skaldsins (1939)
Third part of World Light

Jon Asgeirsson
Jon Leifs

Sigurdur Breidfjord

Novel: Ljés heimsins (1937)
First part of World Light
Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson
Jon Asgeirsson

Snjogirni Poems: Kveedakver (1930 first edition) Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson
Spegillinn Poems: Kvadakver (1949 second edition) | Magnus A. Arnason

Stanza Antica (original
poem Tveir fuglar flugu af
bjorgum)

Poems: Kvaedakver (1930 first edition)

Magnts A. Arnason

Stridio

Novel: Sjalfsteedu folki (1934)

Atli Heimir Sveinsson
Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson

Jéhann G. J6éhannsson
Skuli Halld6rsson
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Tveir fuglar flugu af

Poems: Kveaedakver (1930 first edition)

Karl O. Runoélfsson

bjorgum
Um hina heittelskudu Novel: Novel: Ljos heimsins (1937) Jakob Hallgrimsson
First part of World Light Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson

Unglingurinn {
skéginum

Magazine: Eimreidinn
Novel: Vefarinn mikli frd Kasmir (1927)

Jérunn Viodar

Unglingurinn {
skéginum II
(second part of poem

Magazine: Eimreidinn
Novel: Vefarinn mikli fra Kasmir (1927)

Jon Asgeirsson
Pérarinn Gudmundsson

above)

Vorkvaeoi Poems: Kveedakver (1949 second edition) Jon Leifs

(first 9 lines of poem

Aprillinn)

Vorvisa Novel: Ljés heimsins (1937) Jakob Hallgrimsson

Poems: Kvaedakver (1956 third edition)

Jon As geirsson

Par sem hafjollin heilog
risa

Novel: Vefarinn mikli fra Kasmir (1927)
Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Tryggvi M. Baldvinsson

Pétt form pin hjapi
graflin

Novel: Fergurd himinsins (1940)
Fourth part of World Light

Jon Asgeirsson

Pt kysstir mina hond

Novel: Holl sumarlandsins (1938)
Second part of World Light.
Poems: Kvaedakver (1949 second edition)

Jon Asgeirsson

Pa vinvidur hreini

Novel: Fuglinn i fjorunni (1932)
Second part of Salka Valka

Gunnar Reynir
Sveinsson




