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students create their own focus 
New Audiences and Innovative Practice 
(NAIP) is a pan–European Master’s 
Programme which five European music 
institutions run and develop collaboratively. 
This is an individual–centred two–year 
study programme (120 ECTS) culminating 
in a MMus Degree. 

The Programme was established to 
meet society’s increased demand for 
musicians’ to be able to work in diverse 
settings across sectors. 

The Programme is divided into mandatory 
courses, elective courses, independent 
projects and a final project. The first 
semester begins with a ten day communal 
introductory course for students of all 
the collaborating institutions with a core 
group of teachers from all the institutions.  
Following on from this are mandatory 
courses intended to give students tools to 
form their own focus. 

The next two semesters, students attend 
elective courses, theoretical and practical, 
or work on independent projects in 
preparation for their final project. In 
the third semester, students have the 
possibility to go abroad on exchange 
study. The final semester is dedicated to 
the final project, although preparation for 
this begins earlier. 

A mentor supports and assists students 
throughout in utilising various courses 
to the fullest for the benefit of their area 
of expertise, following up on work on the 
final project and final report, encouraging 
constant revision and leading discussion 
and peer evaluation in seminars. 

A study guide is available on the 
Programme website, www.musicmaster.eu.

Graduation project
The final project (Professional Integration 
Project – PIP) is a 30 ECTS project that 
students execute in accordance with 
their focus. The project should relate 
to business and society with active 
participation of those parties. One 
point of departure is to approach new 
audiences and it is important that it 
entails innovation or new methods. 

On completion of their studies, students 
disseminate their final project in a viva– 
voce presentation.

the classroom spans the world 
Teachers and supervisors are not only the 
good people who make up the academic 
faculty of the Academy but also working 
musicians and teachers from other 
institutions and others at the forefront 
of their field. Students of the Academy 
of the Arts have therefore absorbed 
influences from far and wide by the time 
they graduate. A list of the numerous 
speakers, part–time lecturers and guest 
lecturers who engage in the teaching and 
structuring of the Programme is available 
on the Academy’s website.

The Iceland Academy of the Arts actively 
participates in international collaborative 
networks. The Department of Music’s 
participation in this collaboration makes 
it possible for students to take part of their 
studies at institutions all over the world. 
Through the European Lifelong Learning 
Programme, students can furthermore 
apply for internships in Europe. Internships 
can take place before or after graduation. 
Foreign guest lecturers visit the Department 
and offer courses and lectures. In addition,  
a number of foreign exchange students study 
at the Academy which enriches the student 
community and makes it more diverse.

The Programme is international  
and teaching takes place in English  
when appropriate. 

admission requirements
 BA/BMus Degree in Music or comparable 
studies and experience. Good command  
of musical performance, clear artistic 
vision and ambition, in addition to 
sufficient basic knowledge, as assessed in 
the admission process. Applicants need to 
submit a detailed proposal for their overall 
focus during their study, along with 
requests for elective courses.  

Detailed information about the admission 
process, admissions exams and interviews  
is available on the Academy’s website, 
www.lhi.is.

Further information about the Programme 
is available on www.musicmaster.eu/.

the world of music has become  
a fluid working environment 
where the artist is at once 
author, performer and producer. 
the new audiences and 
innovative practice programme 
is tailored to creative musicians 
who want to form their own 
work criteria and take on 
leadership roles. 

A programme of this kind provides 
space for bigger and more wide–ranging 
aims than those which revolve around 
the individual only. Students in the 
New Audiences and Innovative Practice 
Programme are encouraged to challenge 
and nudge society and mobilise people in 
the creation and performance of music. 
In other words, to approach people in  
a new way through music. 

Students in the New Audiences and 
Innovative Practice Programme receive 
support in finding, widening and 
maintaining an audience with methods 
that rhyme with an independent art sector, 
centred on originality and honesty. They 
become familiar with the basics of project 
management, negotiating techniques and 
various routes to fruitful collaborations, 
along with receiving guidance in making 
realistic time plans, communicating 
clearly and organising their time.

main focus:
▸ Preparing musicians for the rapid 

changes in their working environment, 
which increasingly demand 
communication skills and creative 
thinking. 

▸ Each student develops his platform 
within the music sector with a close 
connection to society.

▸ The utilisation of varied 
communication channels into society. 

▸ Respect for the relationship of 
musicians and their audience. 

▸ The knowledge and experience of 
students and teachers is communicated 
on the basis of equality. 

▸ A multinational complexity where 
different movements and schools are 
brought together.

▸ The promotion of collaboration 
between different music sectors and 
other artistic fields and occupations. 
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